
THE STATESIDE GRID GUIDE 
 

MIAMI GRAND PRIX

• Campus Pass (GA): $150–$300. Entry
tax to live in party village; zero direct track
views.

• Grandstands: $600–$1,200+ (3-Day).
Beach Club / Marina / Turn 1 average
$750–$1,100. Turn 18 offers heavy
braking.

MIAMI GRAND PRIX

• Brightline Express Train: Connects
Miami, FTL, and West Palm to Aventura
Station ($15–$35 one-way).

• FREE Shuttle: Dedicated complimentary
shuttle from Aventura Station directly to
Hard Rock Stadium.

• Rideshare Warning: Uber/Lyft to stadium
faces $150+ surge fees and massive
gridlock.

AUSTIN GRAND PRIX (COTA)

• 3-Day GA: $350–$475 (Full campus
roaming across grassy hills).

• Grandstands: $650–$1,100 average
(Main $900-$1,200; T1/T15 $750-$950;
T4/T12 $600-$800).

AUSTIN GRAND PRIX (COTA)

• Official COTA Shuttles: Bypass gridlock
via dedicated bus lanes ($150 for 3-day
pass / ~$50/day).
• 3 Hubs: Downtown (Waterloo Park),

Travis County Expo Center, and Barton
Creek Square.

• Hidden Cost: Factor in rideshare/parking
to reach hubs.

A TEXT BREAKDOWN OF EACH F1  RACE IN THE UNITED STATES WITH TIPS TRICKS AND QUICK FACTS.

FFG Takeaway: Miami's Brightline + Free Aventura Shuttle combo is the ultimate hack—stay in Fort Lauderdale or West Palm to save
hundreds on hotels! Austin's COTA shuttle ($150) is mandatory, but budget $20–$40/day extra for rideshares to downtown pickup hubs.
Vegas is an effortless walking win if staying on the Strip. 

FFG Takeaway: Miami's Campus Pass is strictly a party pass; spend the extra $400 for Turn 18 or Marina grandstands if you care about
racing. Austin GA ($350–$475) offers unmatched flexibility, but Turn 15 grandstands ($850) are the sweet spot for overtakes. Vegas T-
Mobile GA ($350 average) is concert-heavy with limited track sightlines, while East Harmon grandstands command top dollar for pit/grid
drama. 

LAS VEGAS GRAND PRIX

• GA Standing (T-Mobile Zone): $200–
$500 (3-day GA gives concert & Sphere
backdrop standing views around T5–9).

• Grandstands: $1,000–$2,200+ (East
Harmon / Main Straight $1,500+;
Heineken/T-Mobile $1,000-$1,300).

LAS VEGAS GRAND PRIX

• Strip Walkability: 100% walkable to
gates inside your zone.

• Monorail: $13/day or $29 for 3-day pass
(connects MGM to Sahara).

• Local Drivers: Casino garages have
heavy event surges ($50–$100/night) and
pedestrian track-crossover detours.

MIAMI GRAND PRIX AUSTIN GRAND PRIX (COTA) LAS VEGAS GRAND PRIX

• Variety: High-end South Beach Gastro- • Variety: Massive Texas food truck arrays • Variety: Gourmet street eats & celebrity
Villages & local icons (Miami Slice, Casa
Tua, OMAKAI, Salty Donut) ($25–$45+).

(COTA BBQ, Hawk's Hot Chicken,
Hopdoddy Wagyu) ($18–$32).

chef pop-ups across casino zones ($20–
$40).

• Cold Food Critique: Severe lack of
refreshing cold meals in 90°F heat;
restricted to Dippin' Dots or ice cream
carts. 

• Cold Food Critique: Famous COTA • Drink Perks: Heineken Grandstand
Fresh Lemonade ($12–$15), but thermal
food options skew heavily toward hot
BBQ/burgers. 

tickets include 2 beer comps. Cool desert
night temps make hot food much more
enjoyable!

FFG Creator Critique: Austin wins for delicious local BBQ and food truck variety; Miami wins for trendy culinary names. CRITICAL FAN
CRITIQUE: Organizers in both Miami and Austin severely neglect cold food options! When walking 15,000 steps in 90°F+ heat, fans need
chilled protein wraps, acai bowls, or fresh fruit cups—not just Dippin' Dots or $15 COTA Lemonade! 

ELEMENT 2 // TRANSIT & LOGISTICS MATRIX

ELEMENT 1 // TICKET DAMAGE & VALUE BREAKDOWN

ELEMENT 3 // FUEL (FOOD, BEVERAGE & THERMAL COMFORT CRITIQUE)

Nicole's Tip: Pick a grandstand with action or
garage views, or you'll stare at a screen all
race!

Nicole's Tip: Stay in Fort Lauderdale or West
Palm to save hundreds on hotels and ride the
train in!

Nicole's Tip: Build in an extra day beforehand
to explore downtown Austin and attend driver
pop-ups!

Nicole's Tip: Bring something to sit on for GA!
Pro-tip: Buying tickets at Costco saves $75. Nicole's Tip: Choose T-Mobile for music;

choose Grandstands for F1 Academy paddock
& activations access.

Nicole's Tip: Pick a hotel as close to your
entry gate as possible to save precious transit
time.
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ELEMENT 5 // GATE SECURITY & BAG RESTRICTIONS

ELEMENT 7 // THE VIEW (SIGHTLINES & TRACK LAYOUT)

ELEMENT 6 // THE ELEMENTS, FASHION & FOOTWEAR REALITIES

ELEMENT 4 // OFF-TRACK ENERGY (FAN ZONES, CONCERTS & NIGHTLIFE)

MIAMI GRAND PRIX

• Flat Parking Lot Circuit: Zero natural
elevation. Eye-level views restricted by
safety fences and concrete walls. Need
high grandstands.

AUSTIN GRAND PRIX (COTA)

• Permanent Elevation Marvel: 133ft
climb to Turn 1. Grassy natural
amphitheaters allow fans to see 3 to 6
corners simultaneously.

MIAMI GRAND PRIX AUSTIN GRAND PRIX (COTA) LAS VEGAS GRAND PRIX

• Clear Bag Policy: Totes/backpacks must • Bag Policy: No clear bag required! • Clear Bag Policy: Transparent bags
be 100% transparent (max 12x6x12").
Small solid clutches capped at 4.5x6.5".
No chairs permitted.

Standard backpacks allowed up to
12x12x20".

mandatory (max 12x6x12"). Small solid
clutches limited to 6x9". Must fit under
seats or bleachers.• Critical GA Hack: Austin GA requires a

blanket or collapsible lawn chair! Pack or
strap your folding chair/blanket to your
backpack.

FFG Packing Teaser: Austin is security-friendly for big backpacks, making it easy to carry your mandatory lawn chair/blanket! Miami &
Vegas strictly enforce 12x6x12" clear bags. Teaser: Stay tuned for my updated, veteran-tested Austin packing list dropping next! 

LAS VEGAS GRAND PRIX

• Cinematic Street Corridor: Boxed in by
concrete walls and casino hotels. Lacks
wide panoramic views, but offers
unmatched close-up 210+ mph
straightaway speed.

MIAMI GRAND PRIX AUSTIN GRAND PRIX (COTA) LAS VEGAS GRAND PRIX

• Climate: Brutal 90°F+ swamp humidity.
• Footwear Warning: Do NOT wear flip-

• Climate: Wildcard sun or deep mud.
• Footwear Warning: Cowboy boots

• Climate: Freezing 45°F–55°F desert
night.

flops or heels! Walking 15,000–20,000
steps on scorching asphalt will ruin your
feet. Opt for supportive sneakers.

match the vibe, but UNLESS heavily
broken in, DO NOT wear them! Massive
hill climbs and dirt treks equal
guaranteed blisters. Opt for broken-in
sneakers!

• Bleacher Hack: Metal seats act like ice
blocks! Pack a foldable fleece blanket in
your clear bag.

• Footwear: Walking between casinos
takes miles; wear cushioned sneakers!

FFG Fashion Rule No. 1: Never sacrifice your feet for an outfit aesthetic! In Austin, cowboy boots look iconic, but unless they're well
broken-in, stick to sneakers to survive COTA's hills. In Miami, flip-flops or heels might feel on-brand for South Beach, but walking 15k+ steps
on hot Hard Rock asphalt in them will destroy your weekend. Always prioritize broken-in, supportive sneakers! 

MIAMI GRAND PRIX AUSTIN GRAND PRIX (COTA) LAS VEGAS GRAND PRIX

• Beach Fan Fest: Free ticketed activation • Early Arrival Hack: Hit downtown • T-Mobile Stage Exclusivity: Only zone
in Lummus Park featuring major sponsor
booths.

Thursday for driver pop-ups without
burning track time.

with live concert stage access!
• Nightclubs: Massive after-parties take

• The Catch: Located in Miami Beach—1
hour (20+ miles) away from Hard Rock
Stadium! Fans must choose between cars
on track or freebies.

• Free Concerts: Maroon 5 (Fri) and Post over Strip mega-clubs (Zouk, Omnia, LIV,
XS) featuring world-tier DJs (Tiësto,
Calvin Harris, Travis Scott).

Malone (Sat) on Germania Insurance
Stage! Shuttles wait for concerts to end.

FFG Takeaway: Vegas offers two distinct night worlds: T-Mobile ticket holders get the exclusive on-track concert stage, but anyone can
party late at night across Strip mega-clubs once track sessions wrap up! Austin offers the best all-in-one value (Post Malone + Maroon 5
with late-night shuttles waiting). Miami's South Beach Fan Fest has top freebies, but forces a tough 1-hour travel trade-off vs. track action. 
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ELEMENT 8 // THE HOSPITALITY TAX (HOTELS, LODGING & COTA CAMPING)

MIAMI GRAND PRIX AUSTIN COTA CAMPING & RV LAS VEGAS GRAND PRIX

• Citywide Surge: 200%–300% price hikes • Downtown Shortage: Low room supply • High Room Supply Advantage: Strip
in South Beach & Brickell ($500–$900/
night).

causes bidding wars ($450–$800/night). hotel density (150,000+ rooms) forces
competitive rates ($250–$500/night).• On-Site Camping:

• Brightline Hack: Book in Fort Lauderdale ◦ Lot N Dry Camping (~$800-$950 site): • Watch Out: Daily resort fees ($45–$65/
or West Palm ($200–$350/night) and ride
Brightline straight to Aventura!

BYO tent/camper. 10-min walk to
gates, zero traffic, mid-day cooler
access!

night) and parking fees ($50/night).

◦ Trackside RV Park ($10k-$13k): Luxury
full hook-ups along back straightaway.

Austin Camping & RV Pros vs. Cons: • PROS: 100% immune to shuttle traffic & 2-hour gridlock! Walk back to camp between sessions for
cheap cooler drinks & private restrooms. Massive F1 tailgate community.
• CONS / REALITY: Lot N is unpaved, extremely dusty, and loud ("Generator City" hums 24/7). Texas weather can shift from 90°F heat to
mud or 45°F cold. Must bring RV leveling blocks, earplugs, dust masks, and an outdoor tarp/rug! 
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THE STATESIDE GRID GUIDE — MASTER RANKING & VERDICTS
 

Overall Verdict

Tickets & Value

Food & Thermal

Security & Bags

Off-Track Energy

Sightlines & View

Transit & Logistics

Lodging & Camping

 (5/5)
Great GA hills ($350-$475); Turn
15 grandstands offer ultimate
overtake views.

★★★★☆ (4/5)
COTA shuttles ($150) bypass
gridlock via dedicated bus lanes.

 (4/5)
Massive Texas BBQ food truck
arrays; needs more cold meal
options.

★★★★★ (5/5)
Massive headliners (Post
Malone, Maroon 5) with late-
night shuttles.

 (5/5)
No clear bag required; standard
backpacks fit folding chairs/
blankets.

★★★★★ (5/5)
Permanent 133ft elevation climb
allows multi-corner panoramic
views.

★★★★☆ (4/5)
On-site Lot N dry camping offers
10-min gate walks and zero traffic.

4.7 / 5.0 — Ultimate Die-Hard
Racing & Atmosphere
Experience

COMPLETE CIRCUIT SCORECARD & FINAL CREATOR RECOMMENDATIONS

 (4/5)
Cinematic neon straightaway
speeds (210+ mph) past casino
corridor.

★★★★☆ (4/5)
150,000+ hotel rooms keep base
rates competitive.

4.4 / 5.0 — Ultimate Luxury &
Neon Spectacle

 (4/5)
T-Mobile GA offers music value;
East Harmon grandstands
command steep prices.

★★★★★ (5/5)
100% walkable on the Strip with
monorail connectivity.

 (4/5)
Gourmet casino pop-ups and chef
spots; cool night desert temps
help.

★★★★★ (5/5)
Exclusive T-Mobile concert stage
and elite Strip mega-club
af terpar ties.

★★★☆☆ (3/5)
Strict 12x6x12" clear bag policy
enforced across gates.

 (3/5)
Flat parking lot circuit; eye-level
views blocked by safety fences.

 (3/5)
Campus Pass is pricey party-only
entry; grandstands required for
racing views.

★★★★★ (5/5)
Brightline express train + free
Aventura shuttle is the ultimate
hack.

★★★☆☆ (3/5)
High-end South Beach food
vendors, but brutal 90°F+ heat
lacks cold meals.

★★★☆☆ (3/5)
South Beach Fan Fest is great,
but creates a tough 1-hour travel
trade-off.

★★★☆☆ (3/5)
Strict 12x6x12" clear bag policy
enforced across gates.

 (2/5)
Steep 200%-300% citywide hotel
surges in South Beach & Brickell.

3.4 / 5.0 — High-End Party
Passpor t

COMPREHENSIVE CIRCUIT SCORECARD & STAR RANKINGS

CATEGORY AUSTIN GRAND PRIX (COTA) LAS VEGAS GRAND PRIX MIAMI GRAND PRIX

★★★★★

★★★★☆

★★★★★

★★★★☆

★★★★☆

★★★★☆

★★★☆☆

★★★☆☆

★★☆☆☆
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